Circulating Biomarkers for Cholangiocarcinoma.
Cholangiocarcinoma (CCA) represents the second most common primary liver malignancy. The incidence rate has constantly increased over the last decades and CCA patients face a dismal prognosis with a 5-year survival rate of less than 5% for advanced stage of disease. Surgical tumor resection has remained the only potentially curative treatment option in daily practice but is often not feasible due to advanced disease stage at initial diagnosis. The early detection of cholangiocarcinoma is essential to provide patients with a potentially curative treatment. Furthermore, prognostic biomarkers represent a valuable tool to offer patients a tailored therapeutic approach in accordance to their life expectancy. The clinically most established biomarker carbohydrate antigen 19-9 shows only a limited diagnostic and prognostic power, encouraging the evaluation of novel biomarkers for cholangiocarcinoma in the last years. Key Massage: In this review, we assess currently available and potential future biomarkers for the diagnosis and prognosis of cholangicarcinoma.